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Today’s Worship
The Festival of the Epiphany is a celebration of the first time non-Jewish
believers  worshiped the newborn Savior.  They were guided by a  special
light in the sky to a child who would be a light for all people. We live in a
world where sin can divide people along so many lines: ethnicity and race,
rich and poor, red states and blue states, etc. The only dividing line Jesus
cares about is the one that separated sinful mankind from a holy God. By his
death and resurrection, he removed that line and united all believers into one
kingdom. For that, we offer him our finest gifts.

[Today’s hymns are printed on pages 14-17 of the bulletin.]

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                                               WS 718 – O Jesus, King of Glory

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Opening Sentences                                           Based on John 1 & 8

P In Jesus Christ is life, and the life is the light of men.
C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome

it.
P There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 
him.

C He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
P The true  light,  which  gives  light  to  everyone,  was  coming into  the  

world.
C Jesus Christ is the light of the world. Whoever follows Him will not 

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.

Confession and Absolution                                  
P Jesus  Christ  is  the  light  of  the  world  and  through  him  God  has  

manifested the fullness of his saving glory.
C But we have loved the darkness instead of the light, and we are  

afraid of the light, because it exposes our sin.
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P Let us confess our sins to God our Father, asking Him in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness.

C Merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the 
glory of Your holy name.

P You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His
own  possession  by  Baptism  and  faith,  that  you  may  proclaim  the  
excellencies of Him who called you out of the darkness of death and sin 
into His marvelous light of forgiveness and life. By the command of our
Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

T The Service of the Word T

Lord, Have Mercy                                                                            Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis                                    Glory to God in the Highest
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Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray…

… who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

Epistle Reading                                                         Acts 13:46-49
46 And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that
the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.
47 For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, “ ‘I have made you a light for
the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’ ” 48 And
when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word
of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 49 And
the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region.

Psalm of the Day                                  Psalm 72:1, 5-7, 11, 15, 17-19

P Give the king your justice, O God, 
C and your righteousness to the royal son! 
P May they fear you while the sun endures, 
C and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 
P May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 
C like showers that water the earth! 
P In his days may the righteous flourish, 
C and peace abound, till the moon be no more!
P May all kings fall down before him, 
C all nations serve him!
P Long may he live; 
C may gold of Sheba be given to him! 
P May prayer be made for him continually, 
C and blessings invoked for him all the day!
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P May his name endure forever, 
C his fame continue as long as the sun! 
P May people be blessed in him, 
C all nations call him blessed! 
P Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 
C who alone does wondrous things. 
P Blessed be his glorious name forever; 
C may the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and Amen!

Gospel Reading                                                         Matthew 2:1-12
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is
he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him.”  3 When Herod the king heard this,  he  was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be
born.  5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet: 6 “ ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will
shepherd  my  people  Israel.’ ”  7 Then  Herod  summoned  the  wise  men
secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared.  8 And
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child,
and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and
worship him.”  9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it
came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star,
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.  11 And going into the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense
and myrrh.  12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.
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Alleluia
P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.

Confession of Faith                                                    Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all
things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose
kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church,  I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead And the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Hymn                                       TLH 126 – Arise and Shine in Splendor
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Sermon Text                                                       Ruth 1:1-7; 4:13-17
1 In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a
man of Bethlehem in Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and
his wife and his two sons.  2 The name of the man was Elimelech and the
name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and
Chilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into
the country of Moab and remained there.  3 But Elimelech, the husband of
Naomi,  died,  and she was left  with her two sons.  4 These took Moabite
wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They
lived there about ten years, 5 and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that the
woman was left without her two sons and her husband.  6 Then she arose
with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she had
heard in the fields of Moab that the LORD had visited his people and given
them food.  7 So she set  out from the place where she was with her two
daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah…
13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and
the LORD gave her conception, and she bore a son. 14 Then the women said
to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a
redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel! 15 He shall be to you a
restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law
who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.”
16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and became his nurse.
17 And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has
been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the
father of David.

Emptiness Gone!
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Offertory 

Hymn                           TLH 129 – Hail, Thou Source of Every Blessing

General Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

T The Service of the Sacrament T

Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up to the Lord.

P It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God…
...Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of  
heaven, we magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and  
saying:
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Sanctus                                                                   Holy, Holy, Holy

Words of Institution

Pax Domini                                                            Peace of the Lord

P The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C Amen.
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Agnus Dei                                                                    Lamb of God

Distribution                                               
Holy Communion is rightly called a ‘Sacrament’ because it  is a “Sacred
act;” not in what WE do for Christ, but in what Christ does for US! Because
God’s  Word presents  the  reception of  this  Sacrament  as  a most  intimate
expression of spiritual and confessional unity (1 Corinthians 1:10; 10:16-17
Romans  16:17-18),  we ask  only  those who have publicly  professed such
oneness of  faith and belief  with us by membership here or another CLC
church come forward at this time. This is not a judgment of anyone’s faith,
but rather an expression of ours. Please speak with pastor if you are seeking
a church home or have any questions. We’d love to have you! 
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Thanksgiving                                      
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Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                                            TLH 127 – As with Gladness Men of Old

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia
Publishing House License #000014358 or OneLicense.net #A-729565. Scripture quotations
are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved. 
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T Announcements T
Welcome to all of our guests and visitors this morning in our Savior’s name.
We are glad that you have come to worship with us this morning, and hope
that you will come back and join us again. It is our prayer that your faith
will be strengthened by the preaching of our Lord’s pure Word and by the
psalms and hymns that our Scripture-based liturgy offers. If you have any
questions  about  our  church  or  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  the
Scriptures, please ask Pastor Sauers.

OUR SCHEDULE:          “If the LORD wills, we will do this or that.” James 4:15
*Online calendar at FDLlutheran.com or go to facebook.com/FDL.lutheran

January 2 10:00 am Worship Service w/ Holy Communion
11:15 am Christmas Undecorating

January 9 9:00 am Sunday School/Bible Class
10:00 am Worship Service

January 11 6:00 pm Council
January 12 10, 11 am Woodlands Worship Services

1:30 pm St. Peter’s Place Worship Service
January 13 10:00 am Bible Class
January 16 9:00 am Sunday School/Bible Class

10:00 am Worship Service

Thank You: The Wiese Family and the Sauers Family would like to express
their deep thanks and appreciation for all the Christmas gifts that were given
this year. The encouragement is a tremendous blessing as we continue to
work  together  to  support  the  work  in  our  Savior’s  Kingdom!  The  Lord
continue to richly bless you and keep you all in His care! “I thank my God
always when I remember you in my prayers, for I have derived much joy and
comfort from your love because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed
through you” (Philemon 4, 7).
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Christmas  Undecorating:  We  will  be  putting  away  the  Christmas
decorations following today’s worship service. Please stick around to help
out if you are able.

2022 CLC Mission Helper Trip: Applications are being accepted for the
2022 Mission  Helper  Trip  to  Africa  in  July.  Find  more  information  and
apply online at: mht.lutheranmissions.org/2022-east-afric  a  .

Prof.  Em. Paul Sullivan:  Former ILC Professor,  and former member of
Luther Memorial, Paul Sullivan, passed away this past Wednesday. Paul's
wife  Jan,  and  their  family,  are  now navigating  a  time of  both grief  and
thankful rejoicing. Please grieve and rejoice with them in prayer before our
LORD. The funeral service will be held at Messiah Lutheran Church, Eau
Claire, WI on Saturday, January 8, 2022 at 10:30 a.m. (No visitation prior to
the service.) Due to health concerns, the family requests masks be worn and
spacing  be  utilized  in  the  sanctuary,  if  possible.  Memorials  can  be
designated to Kinship or CLC Missions (501 Grover Road, Eau Claire, WI
54701). Cards may be sent to the Sullivan home at 632 Ripley Ave, Eau
Claire, WI 54701.

CLC News:  Mr. Nathan Wales of Columbia, SC, is still considering the call
to  Grace  Lutheran  School,  Sleepy  Eye,  MN,  to  serve  as  principal  and
teacher for grades 5-8, beginning with the 2022 school year. + ILC Professor
John Ude  is  still  considering  the  call  to  be  the  pastor  of  Living  Savior
Lutheran Church, Eden Prairie, MN.
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